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Welcome to St. Albert  
Public Library and to STARFest

It’s the ninth annual 
STARFest Readers 
Festival, and the stars are 
out in force! This stellar 
series of literary events  
is just one example of  
St. Albert Public Library’s 
year-round commitment 
to delivering exciting, 

meaningful programs and services that meet 
— and evolve alongside — the needs of the 
community. If you haven’t been to the Library in a 
while, come ask us what’s new. There’s so much 
more to the Library than you might remember — 
including free memberships for all residents! 

Welcome to St. Albert  
and to STARFest 

Once again, it’s a  
thrill to welcome this 
star-studded array of 
authors to STARFest. The 
St. Albert Readers Festival 
continues to delight  
St. Albertans and visitors 
from all across the region 
each year with its range 

of entertaining, provocative and thoughtful 
events that bring together avid readers, local 
celebrities, and our guest authors in a shared 
love of Canadian writing. We here in St. Albert 
are so proud of the work our public library 
does. Welcome to the Festival, and enjoy!
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Janice Marschner 
Library Board Chair
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Cathy Heron
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Katherena Vermette 
The Break 
Lecture 
Friday, Oct. 4 | 7 PM  
Forsyth Hall 
Wine reception

Joy Fielding  
All the Wrong Places 
Hosted by Janice MacDonald 
Tuesday, Oct. 15 | 7:30 PM  
Arden Theatre 
Wine reception

David Bezmozgis  
Immigrant City 
Hosted by Marcello Di Cintio 
Wednesday, Oct. 16 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall 
Wine reception

Emma Donoghue  
Akin 
Hosted by Paula Simons 
Thursday, Oct. 17 | 7:30 PM 
Arden Theatre 
Wine reception

Linden MacIntyre  
The Wake: The Deadly Legacy  
of a Newfoundland Tsunami 
Hosted by Ken Davis 
Friday, Oct. 18 | 7:30 PM 
Arden Theatre 
Wine reception

2019



Amy Jones  
Every Little Piece of Me  
Hosted by Diana Davidson 
Saturday, Oct. 19 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall 
Wine reception

Brian Francis  
Break in Case of Emergency 
Hosted by Mia Soetaert & Terry 
Soetaert —  
OutLoud St. Albert 
Sunday, Oct. 20 | 2 PM  
Forsyth Hall

Anne Bokma  
My Year of Living Spiritually: 
From Woo-Woo to Wonderful – 
One Woman’s Secular Quest for 
a More Soulful Life 
Hosted by Laurel Vespi 
Monday, Oct. 21 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall 
Wine reception

Fran Kimmel  
No Good Asking 
Hosted by Leslie Greentree 
Tuesday, Oct. 22 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall 
Wine reception
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Read Alberta eBooks:  
Wendy McGrath,  
Lauren Carter,  
Randy Nikkel Schroeder  
& Michelle Kaeser 
Hosted by Diana Davidson 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall 
Wine reception

Shandi Mitchell  
The Waiting Hours 
Hosted by Jacqueline Baker 
Thursday, Oct. 24 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall 
Wine reception

Ann Hui  
Chop Suey Nation: The Legion 
Cafe and Other Stories from 
Canada’s Chinese Restaurants 
Hosted by Marty Chan 
Friday, Oct. 25 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall 
Wine reception

Waubgeshig Rice  
Moon of the Crusted Snow 
Hosted by Richard Van Camp 
Saturday, Oct. 26 | 7 PM  
Forsyth Hall 
Wine reception

2019



Winnie Yeung &  
Abu Bakr al Rabeeah  
Homes: A Refugee Story 
Hosted by Stephen Womack 
Sunday, Oct. 27 | 2 PM  
Forsyth Hall 

Jean Teillet   
The North-West Is Our Mother: 
The Story of Louis Riel’s People, 
the Métis Nation 
Hosted by Celina Loyer 
Monday, Oct. 28 | 7 PM  
Forsyth Hall 
Wine reception
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at a glance2019

Never miss another  
SAPL author event!
SAPL’s monthly newsletter showcases programs 
and events for all ages, including author and  
writer in residence events.

Sign up at sapl.ca

STARFest seasonal newsletter keeps you up to 
speed on all the latest STARFest news

Sign up at STARFest.ca
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STARFest 2019 
October 4 — 28

Events at Forsyth Hall $7 
St. Albert Public Library

Events at the Arden Theatre  $15 
St. Albert Place 

Tickets for all events are available at 

• Eventbrite.ca 
• Customer Service 
 St. Albert Public Library  
 780-459-1530
 
Find out more at   

STARFest.ca 
 STARFest 
 @ReadersFest

Books will be available for purchase  
and signing at all events.

tickets



The insider’s guide to STARFest

Pasts and futures. In my 
first year as director of 
STARFest, it is fitting that 
our line-up reflects not 
only the strong foundation 
laid by my predecessor, 
Heather Dolman, but also 
points to new partnerships 
and initiatives. 

Jean Teillet and Linden MacIntyre look back on 
Canadian history, while Abu Bakr al Rabeeah 
and Winnie Yeung look at making Canada a 
home for the future. There is something for all 
tastes: Anne Hui looks at Chinese restaurants, 
while Emma Donoghue, Joy Fielding, and 
Amy Jones have us laughing and crying on the 
edges of our seats with stories of friendship 
and loss. 

This year, we have engaged in a new 
partnership with Athabasca University to bring 
Katherena Vermette to STARFest. We also 
partner with the Book Publishers Association 
of Alberta and the Government of Alberta 
Public Libraries Branch to showcase local 
publishers and the first-of-its-kind Indigenous 
authors eBook collection, and we have 
invited OutLoud St. Albert to be part of the 
conversation with Brian Francis.

This year’s hosts are Jacqueline Baker,  
Marty Chan, Diana Davidson, Ken Davis, 
Marcello Di Cintio, Leslie Greentree, Celina 
Loyer, Janice MacDonald, Paula Simons, Mia 
Soetaert & Terry Soetaert, Richard Van Camp, 
Laurel Vespi, and Stephen Womack.
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Peter Midgley 
Festival Director

tickets



Katherena Vermette
The Break
Friday, Oct. 4 | 7 PM  
Forsyth Hall

Katherena Vermette, author of  
The Break, presents a talk on her 
work as Writer in Residence at 
Athabasca University, as well as  
her other creative projects.
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STARFest facts
Katherena Vermette is a Métis writer from 
Treaty One territory, the heart of the Métis 
nation, Winnipeg, Manitoba. Her first book, 
North End Love Songs (The Muses Company), 
won the Governor General’s Literary Award 
for Poetry. Her novel, The Break (House of 
Anansi), was a bestseller in Canada and won 
multiple awards, including the 2017 Amazon 
First Novel Award. 

Her second book of poetry, river woman 
(House of Anansi) and eighth children’s picture 
book, The Girl and The Wolf  (Theytus), were 
both released in 2018. She is the author of 
the picture book series, The Seven Teachings 
Stories (Highwater Press), and the graphic 
novel series, A Girl Called Echo (Highwater 
Press). As part of a filmmaking team, she  
co-wrote and co-directed this river (NFB), 
which won the 2017 Canadian Screen Award 
for Best Short.

Vermette lives with her family in a cranky 
old house within skipping distance of the 
temperamental Red River.
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Joy Fielding
All the Wrong Places
Tuesday, Oct. 15 | 7:30 PM  
Arden Theatre

Thrills and chills abound in All the 
Wrong Places as four women who 
decide to try online dating run  
afoul of a tech-savvy killer who is 
using the app to target his victims. 
Joy Fielding’s latest novel is a 
complex, electrifying thriller about 
friendship, jealousy and passion — 
a deadly combination. She will be 
in conversation with mystery author 
Janice MacDonald.
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STARFest facts
Joy Fielding is the bestselling author of  
The Bad Daughter, She’s Not There, Someone 
Is Watching, Charley’s Web, Heartstopper, 
Mad River Road, See Jane Run and other 
acclaimed novels. 

In her latest thriller, All the Wrong Places, four 
women turn to online dating, hoping to right-
swipe their way to love and happiness. Paige 
and Heather are locked in a lifelong rivalry that 
recently culminated in Heather taking Paige’s 
boyfriend for herself. Paige’s mother, Joan, is 
trying to recover after the death of the love of 
her life two years ago. And Paige’s longtime 
friend, Chloe, plans to replace her abusive 
ex-husband as soon as the divorce papers are 
signed. Together, the women are navigating 
the choppy waters of online dating, until one 
of them unwittingly makes a date with a killer, 
starting the clock on a race to save her life. 

Joy Fielding divides her time between Toronto 
and Palm Beach, Florida.

Janice MacDonald is a Canadian writer of 
literary and mystery novels, textbooks, 
non-fiction, and stories for both adults and 
children. She is best known as the creator  
of a series of comic academic mystery  
novels featuring reluctant amateur sleuth 
Miranda “Randy” Craig, all of which are  
set in Edmonton, Alberta.

STARFest 2019 — St. Albert Readers Festival    13



David Bezmozgis
Immigrant City: Stories 
Wednesday, Oct. 16 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall

Award-winning author David 
Bezmozgis’s first story collection 
in more than a decade, Immigrant 
City: Stories has been hailed by the 
Toronto Star as “intelligent, funny, 
unfailingly sympathetic,” offering 
us glimpses into the immigrant 
experience through generous and 
compelling snapshots of people 
living in the spaces between the 
past and the present, between their 
former homes and their new ones. 
Bezmozgis will be in conversation 
with Marcello Di Cintio.
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STARFest facts
David Bezmozgis is an award-winning writer 
and filmmaker, and the Director of the Humber 
School for Writers in Toronto. He is the author 
of Natasha and Other Stories, The Free World, 
The Betrayers, and Immigrant City: Stories.  
He has been twice nominated for the 
Scotiabank Giller Prize and the Governor 
General’s Literary Award and was the winner  
of the Toronto Book Award.

Immigrant City showcases a cast of 
unforgettable Jewish immigrants struggling 
with the claims of the past: a father and 
daughter stumble into a bizarre version of 
his immigrant childhood; a writer travels to 
a mysterious tech conference in Montreal, 
where he discovers new designs on the past; 
a father’s concern about his son’s phobias 
evokes a shameful incident from his own 
adolescence; a man leaves Russia to pursue 
a boxing career only to find himself working 
as a doorman in a garish Toronto nightclub. 
These deeply felt, slyly humorous stories 
present immigrant characters with all their 
contradictions and complexities, their earnest 
and divided hearts.

Marcello Di Cintio studied Microbiology and 
English at the University of Calgary. His book, 
Walls: Travels Along the Barricades, won the 
2013 Shaughnessy Cohen Prize for Political 
Writing, and his latest book, Pay No Heed to 
the Rockets: Palestine in the Present Tense,  
won the W.O. Mitchell City of Calgary Book 
Prize. He lives in Calgary with his wife and son.
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Emma Donoghue
Akin 
Thursday, Oct. 17 | 7:30 PM 
Arden Theatre

Bestselling author Emma Donoghue 
returns with a brilliant tale of love, 
loss and family. Written with all 
the tenderness and psychological 
intensity that made Room a huge 
bestseller, Akin is a funny, heart-
wrenching tale of an old man and 
a boy who unpick their painful 
story and start to write a new one 
together. Emma Donoghue will be 
in conversation with Paula Simons.
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STARFest facts
Emma Donoghue’s novel Room won 
the Rogers Writers’ Trust Prize and the 
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize and was 
shortlisted for the Man Booker and Orange 
Prizes. She scripted the Canadian-Irish film of 
Room, which was nominated for four Academy 
Awards, including Best Picture. Her fiction 
ranges from the contemporary (Stir-fry, Hood, 
Landing, Touchy Subjects) to the historical 
(Slammerkin, The Sealed Letter, Astray, Frog 
Music). Her last novel, The Wonder, was 
shortlisted for the Scotiabank Giller Prize.

In Akin, retired New York professor Noah’s 
life is thrown into chaos when he takes his 
great-nephew Michael to the French Riviera, in 
hopes of uncovering his own mother’s wartime 
secrets. The trip looks like a disaster, as the 
pair argue about everything from steak haché 
to screen time, but Michael’s tech skills and 
sharp eye help Noah unearth troubling details 
about their family’s past.

Born in Dublin in 1969, Emma Donoghue lives 
in Canada.

Paula Simons is a Canadian Senator. She 
previously worked as a journalist and 
was a columnist for the Edmonton Journal 
in Edmonton, Alberta. She sits as an 
independent senator representing Alberta 
in the Senate of Canada, and is part of the 
Independent Senators Group caucus.
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Linden MacIntyre
The Wake: The Deadly  
Legacy of a Newfoundland 
Tsunami 
Friday, Oct. 18 | 7:30 PM 
Arden Theatre

On November 18, 1929, a tsunami 
struck Newfoundland’s Burin 
Peninsula. Waves up to three  
storeys high hit the coast at  
100 km/hour, flooding dozens of 
communities and washing entire 
houses out to sea. The disaster killed 
twenty-eight, left hundreds more 
homeless or destitute, and forever 
changed the lives of the inhabitants 
along the Burin Peninsula. Linden 
MacIntyre will be in conversation 
with Ken Davis.
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STARFest facts
Linden MacIntyre was the host of Canada’s 
premiere investigative television show, The 
Fifth Estate, for nearly twenty-five years. Born 
in St. Lawrence, Newfoundland, and raised 
in Port Hastings, Cape Breton, he began his 
career as a parliamentary bureau reporter 
and hosted CBC Radio’s Sunday Morning 
before joining The Fifth Estate. He has won an 
International Emmy and ten Gemini Awards.

MacIntyre’s The Long Stretch was nominated 
for a CBA Libris Award, while his memoir, 
Causeway: A Passage from Innocence,  
won the Edna Staebler Award for Creative 
Non-Fiction and the Evelyn Richardson Non-
Fiction Award. The Bishop’s Man was a #1 
national bestseller and won the Scotiabank 
Giller Prize, the Dartmouth Book Award and 
the CBA Libris Fiction Book of the Year. His 
novels include Why Men Lie, Punishment, and 
The Only Café. MacIntyre lives in Toronto with 
his wife, CBC radio host and author Carol Off. 
They spend their summers in a Cape Breton 
village by the sea.

Ken Davis is an award-winning news 
broadcaster, journalist and documentarian. 
He was associated for years with Lone Pine 
Publishing and has served on the boards of  
the Book Publishers Association of Alberta and 
the Professional Arts Coalition of Edmonton.  
Ken hosted the weekly literary program 
Bookmark on CKUA, and is currently 
the strategic lead for marketing and 
communications with the Citadel Theatre.
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Amy Jones
Every Little Piece of Me 
Saturday, Oct. 19 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall

The bestselling author of  
We’re All in This Together brings 
her trademark combination of 
sharp, observational humour and 
melancholy to her latest novel about 
friendship, fame, and the cost of 
living in the public eye — because 
when everyone suddenly knows 
your name, it’s easy to forget who 
you really are. Amy Jones will be in 
conversation with Diana Davidson.
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STARFest facts
Amy Jones’s first novel, We’re All in This 
Together, won the Northern Lit Award, and 
was a finalist for the Stephen Leacock Medal 
for Humour. Her story collection, What Boys 
Like, won the Metcalf-Rooke Award and was a 
finalist for the ReLit Award. She won the 2006 
CBC Literary Prize for Short Fiction, was a 
finalist for the 2005 Bronwen Wallace Award, 
and is a graduate of the Optional Residency 
MFA Program in Creative Writing at UBC. 
Originally from Halifax, she lived in Thunder 
Bay for many years before moving to Toronto.

We’re All in This Together explores the intense 
friendship between two young women whose 
every move is chronicled on the public stage. 
Ava Hart is a reluctant cast member in her 
family’s reality TV show about running a B&B 
in small-town Nova Scotia. Mags Kovach is the 
charismatic lead singer of a Halifax rock band 
that is rising to fame after the death of the 
band’s bass player, who was also her husband.   

As their private tragedies are subjected to an 
endless stream of public commentary, their 
unexpected friendship is what saves them. 

Diana Davidson is an award-winning author 
of creative non-fiction. She won the Writers’ 
Guild of Alberta’s Jon Whyte Memorial Essay 
Prize and was longlisted for the CBC Writes 
CNF Prize. Her writing has appeared in Alberta 
Views, Avenue Edmonton, Little Fiction and the 
Winnipeg Review. 
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Brian Francis
Break in Case of Emergency
Sunday, Oct. 20 | 2 PM 
Forsyth Hall

Break in Case of Emergency is a 
painful, hopeful coming of age 
story about family, acceptance and 
learning to love people for who 
they are, starring the memorable 
Toby as she wrestles with her own 
worth and purpose. Brian Francis 
will be in conversation with Mia 
Soetaert and Terry Soetaert of 
OutLoud St. Albert.
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STARFest facts
Brian Francis’s first novel, Natural Order, 
was selected by the Toronto Star, Kobo, and 
Georgia Straight as a Best Book of the Year. 
His second, Fruit, was a Canada Reads finalist 
and a Barnes and Noble “Discover Great New 
Writers” title. He lives in Toronto.

Break in Case of Emergency is Brian Francis’s 
first Young Adult book. Life has been a 
struggle for 15-year-old Toby Goodman. Her 
mother died by suicide five years ago and 
her father abandoned her mother before 
Toby was born. Now living on a dairy farm 
with her grandparents and unable to find any 
light in her world, Toby’s plans to follow in 
her mother’s footsteps are interrupted when 
she’s told that her estranged father is returning 
home. And that he’s gay. And that he’s a 
world-renowned female impersonator. 

Terry Soetaert is the Executive Director of 
Outloud, which he co-founded with his 
daughter Mia to bring LGBTQ youth together 
in St. Albert and surrounding areas. He sits 
on the Welcoming & Inclusive Community 
working table and facilitates the St. Albert 
PFLAG chapter and Outloud.

Mia Soetaert has been involved with Outloud 
since its beginning and has helped facilitate 
as the group has grown to over 350 youth 
who have attended Outloud meetings in the 
past four years. She is a public speaker, a 
high school council president and leadership 
mentor, and an advocate for LGBTQ equality.
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Anne Bokma 
My Year of Living Spiritually: 
From Woo-Woo to Wonderful — 
One Woman’s Secular Quest for 
a More Soulful Life
Monday, Oct. 21 | 7 PM  
Forsyth Hall

In 2017, Anne Bokma embarked on 
a quest to become a more spiritual 
person. That quest led her through 
a diverse range of practices, from 
singing in choirs to using a float tank, 
observing Lent, and spending a 
week at a witch camp. Anne will be 
in conversation with Laurel Vespi.
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STARFest facts
Anne Bokma is an award-winning journalist 
and the “Spiritual but Secular” columnist for 
Broadview. Her articles have appeared in many 
of Canada’s leading national magazines and 
newspapers. She founded the popular 6-Minute 
Memoir “speed storytelling for a cause,” 
charitable events where storytellers share tales 
on a theme. She lives in Hamilton, Ontario.

Anne was raised in a strict fundamentalist 
Christian home; while she left her religion many 
years ago, she felt something was missing from 
her life. And so she embarked on a series of 
spiritual practices to try to revive her soul. 

Her journey included the exploration of 
church, forest therapy, Tarot, tattoos and more. 
She took magic mushrooms for the first time, 
had a past life regression therapy session, 
hosted a death dinner and picked out her 
own coffin. Along the way, she reconsidered 
key relationships in her life and began to 
experience the greater depth of meaning, 
connection, gratitude and inner peace that she 
was longing for.

Laurel Vespi is a professional speaker and 
award-winning author who helps people 
manage their busy lives with greater well-being 
and satisfaction. With a down-to-earth style, 
she shares simple and practical strategies so 
people can reduce stress, improve workplace 
productivity and create moments of calm in our 
hectic and distracted world.

STARFest 2019 — St. Albert Readers Festival    25



Fran Kimmel  
No Good Asking 
Tuesday, Oct. 22 | 7 PM  
Forsyth Hall

Fran Kimmel’s No Good Asking is a 
powerful tale of resilience featuring 
a troubled young girl’s effect on 
the fraying family who reluctantly 
take her in. Kimmel explores loss, 
grief, and the need for connection 
with the nuanced characterization, 
compassionate touch, and eye  
for detail that made her first novel a 
book club cult favourite. She will be in 
conversation with Leslie Greentree.
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STARFest facts
Fran Kimmel’s first novel, The Shore Girl, 
was named a CBC Top 40 Book and won the 
Alberta Readers’ Choice Award in 2013. Her 
short stories have appeared in literary journals 
across Canada and have twice been selected 
for The Journey Prize Stories anthology. Born 
and raised in Calgary, Fran now writes and 
teaches in Lacombe, Alberta. 

In No Good Asking, Ellie and Eric Nyland  
have moved with their two sons back to  
Eric’s childhood farmhouse. Despite the fresh 
start they hope for, their family is falling apart,  
each of them isolated by private sorrows  
and stresses. 

When Eric finds 11-year-old Hannah Finch 
wandering alone in a storm and discovers 
bad things are happening in her house, the 
Nylands reluctantly agree to let Hannah stay 
with them until she can find a new home after 
the Christmas holidays. But Hannah proves to 
be more balm than burden, and the Nylands 
discover that the only thing harder than taking 
Hannah in may be letting her go. 

Leslie Greentree has published the award-
winning short fiction collection, A Minor Planet 
for You, and two poetry books: go-go dancing 
for Elvis, and guys named Bill. Leslie has won 
CBC fiction and poetry competitions, the 2013 
Little Bird short fiction competition, and has 
been shortlisted for the Griffin Poetry Prize. 
Her essay “Tom Petty just isn’t there for you,” 
appears in Waiting: An Anthology (UAP, 2018). 
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Read Alberta eBooks panel  
Wednesday, Oct. 23 | 7 PM  
Forsyth Hall

Join Wendy McGrath, Lauren Carter, Randy Nikkel 
Schroeder and Michelle Kaeser for a panel discussion about 
their experiences having their books available in electronic 
format as part of the Book Publishers Association of 
Alberta’s Read Alberta eBooks project. The authors will 
be in conversation with Diana Davidson.

28

Read Alberta eBooks Collection  
In 2017, the BPAA partnered with the Alberta government 
to make Alberta-published eBooks available to readers 
across the province. The Read Alberta eBooks Collection is 
continually enriched as titles are added on a regular basis.

Prairie Indigenous eBook Collection  
Launched in January 2019, this significant addition to the 
Read Alberta eBooks repository brings together over  
200 titles from publishers in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and  
Alberta. The first of its kind in Canada, the Prairie Indigenous 
Collection increases access to stories by Indigenous 
authors, and writings about Indigenous culture.

ReadAlbertaeBooks.ca



STARFest facts
Wendy McGrath  
Broke City is a working-class gothic novel that 
follows the creative young Christine as she 
comes of age in the now-vanished Edmonton 
neighbourhood of Santa Rosa, a community 
built on meat-packing plants and abattoirs. 

Randy Nikkel Schroeder (A.M. Arruin)  
In the absurdist Arctic Smoke, ageing punk 
musician Lor Kowalski reunites with his old 
band to trek north for an Arctic festival tour.  
As the band unspools, rogue CSIS agents  
are hot on their heels. 

Lauren Carter  
This Has Nothing To Do With You opens with 
Mel and her older brother Matt coming across 
the aftermath of a murder committed by their 
mother, and examines the bonds formed 
through trauma.

Michelle Kaeser  
The Towers of Babylon tracks four Millennials 
pinballing around Toronto — amidst  
hyper-inflated real estate prices, crumbling 
infrastructure and savage storms brought  
on by climate change, each searches for  
the “right” thing to do.  

Diana Davidson is an award-winning author 
of creative non-fiction. She won the Writers’ 
Guild of Alberta’s Jon Whyte Memorial Essay 
Prize and was longlisted for the CBC Writes 
CNF Prize. Her writing has appeared in Alberta 
Views, Avenue Edmonton, Little Fiction and the 
Winnipeg Review. 
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Shandi Mitchell  
The Waiting Hours
Thursday, Oct. 24 | 7 PM  
Forsyth Hall

With a city prickling under a heat 
wave and a hurricane threatening to 
make landfall, three first responders 
will be forced to make choices that 
will alter lives. A storm is coming 
and nobody is prepared. Shandi 
Mitchell will be in conversation with 
Jacqueline Baker.
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STARFest facts
Shandi Mitchell is an author and filmmaker. 
Her debut novel, Under This Unbroken Sky, 
received numerous awards, including the 
2010 Commonwealth Regional Prize for First 
Book and the Thomas Head Raddall Fiction 
Award. Mitchell was born in New Brunswick, 
raised in Alberta, and now lives in Nova Scotia.

In The Waiting Hours, tragedy erupts on 
a stifling summer night, connecting three 
ordinary people with the extraordinary jobs  
of rescuing strangers. Each is deeply devoted 
to what they do, but they are all beginning  
to crack under the immense pressures of  
their work.

Tough-as-nails Kate, when she’s not working 
with her beloved search-and-rescue dog, 
Zeus, is a trauma nurse who spends her off-
duty hours trying to forget what she has seen. 
Respected police officer Mike is on the edge of 
burnout and on a downward spiral that may be 
impossible to break. Tamara, an agoraphobic 
911 dispatcher, is propelled into a story she 
can’t avoid, and must enter the world to find 
out how it ends.

Jacqueline Baker is the author of A Hard 
Witching and Other Stories, which won 
the Danuta Gleed Literary Award, the City 
of Edmonton Book Prize, and the Howard 
O’Hagan Award for Short Fiction, and was 
a finalist for the Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction 
Prize. Her first novel, The Horseman’s Graves, 
was a finalist for the Evergreen Award. 
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Ann Hui  
Chop Suey Nation: The Legion 
Cafe and Other Stories from 
Canada’s Chinese Restaurants
Friday, Oct. 25 | 7 PM  
Forsyth Hall

In 2016, Globe and Mail reporter 
Ann Hui drove across Canada to 
write about small-town Chinese 
restaurants and the families who run 
them. Using her own family’s story 
as a touchstone, she explores the 
importance of these restaurants in the 
country’s history and makes the case 
for why chop suey cuisine should 
be recognized as quintessentially 
Canadian. Ann Hui will be in 
conversation with Marty Chan.
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STARFest facts
Ann Hui is the Globe and Mail National Food 
Reporter and uses food as a lens to explore 
public policy, health, the environment, science 
and technology. She was born in Vancouver, 
BC and currently lives in Toronto, ON.

Chop Suey Nation weaves together Hui’s 
own family history — from her grandfather’s 
decision to leave behind a wife and newborn 
son for a new life, to her father’s path from 
cooking in rural China to running some of the 
largest “Western” kitchens in Vancouver, to 
the unravelling of a closely guarded family 
secret — with the stories of dozens of Chinese 
restaurant owners from coast to coast. 

Along her trip, she meets a Chinese-
restaurant owner/small-town mayor, the 
owner of a Chinese restaurant in a Thunder 
Bay curling rink, and the woman who runs a 
restaurant alone on the remote Fogo Island. 
Hui also explores the fascinating history 
behind “chop suey” cuisine, detailing the 
invention of classics like “ginger beef” and 
“Newfoundland chow mein,” and other 
uniquely Canadian fare like the “Chinese 
pierogies” of Alberta.

Marty Chan loves to write. Before he became a 
kids’ author, he worked in theatre, radio, and 
television. Now his passion is inspiring the 
next generation of lifelong readers and writers. 
Using a combination of storytelling, improv, 
humour, and stage magic, he shares his love  
of words with audiences young and old.

STARFest 2019 — St. Albert Readers Festival    33



Waubgeshig Rice 
Moon of the Crusted Snow  
Saturday, Oct. 26 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall

The loss of power in a small northern 
community is exacerbated by the 
arrival of strangers with an agenda of 
their own. Moon of the Crusted Snow 
blends action and allegory to upend 
our expectations in this daring, post-
apocalyptic novel from a powerful 
rising literary voice. Waubgeshig 
Rice will be in conversation with 
Richard Van Camp.
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STARFest facts
Waubgeshig Rice is an author and journalist 
from Wasauksing First Nation on Georgian 
Bay. His first short story collection, Midnight 
Sweatlodge, was inspired by his experiences 
growing up in an Anishinaabe community, and 
won an Independent Publishers Book Award. 
His debut novel, Legacy, followed in 2014, 
and was translated into French in 2017. He 
lives in Sudbury, Ontario with his wife and son.

Moon of the Crusted Snow opens with winter 
looming in a small northern Anishinaabe 
community that unexpectedly goes dark. Panic 
builds as the food supply dwindles. While 
the band council and a pocket of community 
members struggle to maintain order, visitors 
arrive who are escaping the crumbling society 
to the south. 

As the visitors manipulate the tired and hungry 
to take control of the reserve, tensions rise, and 
so does the death toll. Frustrated by the building 
chaos, a group of young friends and their families 
turn to the land and Anishinaabe tradition in 
hopes of helping their community thrive again, 
while grappling with a grave decision. 

Richard Van Camp is a Tlicho Dene writer from 
Fort Smith, N.W.T. who has written over 20 
books across multiple genres. His graphic novel, 
A Blanket of Butterflies, was nominated for an 
Eisner Award, and his children’s book Little You, 
illustrated by Julie Flett, was translated into Bush 
Cree, Plains Cree, South Slavey and Chipewyan. 
His novel, The Lesser Blessed, was adapted 
into a film by First Generation Films. 
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Abu Bakr al Rabeeah  
& Winnie Yeung 
Homes: A Refugee Story  
Sunday, Oct. 27 | 2 PM 
Forsyth Hall

Homes: A Refugee Story is a 
heartbreaking and hopeful story 
about the devastation of war and the 
enduring love of family — an urgently 
necessary read for understanding 
Syria and what it’s like to be a 
refugee. Abu Bakr al Rabeeah and 
Winnie Yeung will be in conversation 
with Stephen Womack.
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STARFest facts
Abu Bakr al Rabeeah is an Edmonton high 
school student. Homes: A Refugee Story tells 
his family’s story and was written with his 
teacher, Winnie Yeung. Winnie Yeung lives in 
Edmonton with her black pug, Zoe. Homes is 
her first book.

In 2010, the al Rabeeah family left their home 
in Iraq in the hope of a safer life. They moved 
to Homs, in Syria, just before the Syrian civil 
war broke out.

Abu Bakr was ten years old when the violence 
began: car bombings, attacks on his mosque 
and school, late-night firebombs. Homes tells 
of the strange juxtapositions of growing up 
in a war zone: horrific, unimaginable events 
punctuated by normalcy — soccer, cousins, 
video games, friends.

Homes is the remarkable true story of how a 
young boy emerged from a war zone — and 
found safety in Canada. As told to her by Abu 
Bakr al Rabeeah, writer Winnie Yeung has 
crafted a heartbreaking, hopeful, and urgently 
necessary book that provides a window into 
understanding Syria.

Stephen Womack is the Department Head of 
English, Fine Arts & Languages at Bellerose 
High School. He lives in St. Albert with his  
wife and three children. Stephen defended 
Homes: A Refugee Story in March of this  
year for St. Albert Public Library’s Canada 
Reads event. 
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Jean Teillet  
The North-West Is Our Mother: 
The Story of Louis Riel’s People, 
the Métis Nation
Monday, Oct. 28 | 7 PM 
Forsyth Hall

After being defeated in battle 
in 1885, the Métis People lived 
in hiding for twenty years. Early 
in the twentieth century, they 
determined to hide no more, and 
are now recognized in Canada 
as a distinct Indigenous nation. 
Written by the great-grandniece of 
Louis Riel, this engaging history of 
“forgotten people” tells the story 
up to the present era of national 
reconciliation with Indigenous 
peoples. Jean Teillet will be in 
conversation with Celina Loyer.
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STARFest facts
Jean Teillet is an Indigenous-rights lawyer 
who lives in Vancouver. Well known in 
the Indigenous community, she is highly 
respected and has received numerous  
awards for her achievements.

The story of the Métis Nation, a new 
Indigenous people descended from both 
First Nations and Europeans, begins in the 
last decade of the eighteenth century in the 
Canadian North-West. Within twenty years, 
the Métis proclaimed themselves a nation and 
won their first battle. Within forty years, they 
were famous throughout North America for 
their military skills, their nomadic life, and their 
buffalo hunts.

The Métis Nation didn’t just drift into the 
Canadian consciousness in the early 1800s;  
it burst onto the scene fully formed. The Métis 
were flamboyant and defiant — nomads with a 
very different way of being in the world. They 
battled continuously — for recognition, for 
their lands and for their rights and freedoms.  
In 1870 and 1885, led by Louis Riel, they fought 
back when Canada took their lands. These 
acts of resistance became defining moments 
in Canadian history, with implications that 
reverberate to this day.

Celina Loyer is the Aboriginal Programmer on 
staff at the Musée Héritage Museum. Working 
alongside the Program Manager, she develops 
and leads programs that have Aboriginal 
content and information. 
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