
October 20 – 27, 2012

presents

Also featuring The Charles Taylor Prize Gala Evening, October 25 at the
Arden Theatre. Join authors Charlotte Gill, JJ Lee, Madeline Sonik and

Andrew Westoll, with music by the Peter Belec Trio.



Welcome to 

Welcome to St. Albert Public Library

It is with great delight that I announce the
second St. Albert Readers’ Festival. Your
enthusiasm for meeting great writers was
evident from the reaction to last year’s
STARFest, and I hope you enjoy 2012’s lineup
just as much. If STARFest brings you to the
Library for the first time I hope you will check
out what this great place has to offer you and
your family. So, stay a while and become part
of the St. Albert Library community.

Welcome to St. Albert and to STARFest

It is an honour to have, here in our city, great
writers from across Canada and beyond, and
I extend a warm welcome to the STARFest
2012 lineup. STARFest is a great opportunity
to celebrate and cultivate our community’s
love of reading, learning, sharing and
growing, and I look forward to its continued
success in years to come. I thank the Library
and its partners for bringing this exciting
literary festival to St. Albert. 

David Climenhaga
Library Board Chair

Mayor Nolan Crouse
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STARFest at a glance

Thank you to Save On Foods (Village
Landing and St. Albert North) for providing

the light refreshments that will be available at all STARFest events
held at the Library.

Thank you to The Vineyard Wine Market, suppliers of
alcoholic beverages for the Library’s wine receptions.

Books will be available for purchase and signing at each event.

STARFest Tickets

All tickets $5, except The Charles Taylor Prize Gala which is $25
(includes food and a complimentary drink ticket).

Tickets available from: Main Floor Desk at St. Albert Public Library 

Tickets for Andrew Nikiforuk, Carmen Aguirre and The Charles
Taylor Prize Gala are also available from TIX on the Square, Sir
Winston Churchill Square, Edmonton

Find out more at: www.starfest.ca or call 780-459-1682

Saturday, October 20 Terry Fallis 7pm – 8:30pm
Hosted by Paula Simons Forsyth Hall

Sunday, October 21 Drew Karpyshyn 2pm – 3:30pm
Hosted by Brent Knowles Forsyth Hall

Wednesday, October 24 Patrick Taylor 7pm – 8:30pm
Forsyth Hall

Thursday, October 25 Charles Taylor Prize Gala 7pm – 9:30pm
Music by the Peter Belec Trio The Best of Canadian Arden Theatre

Non-Fiction 2012

Friday, October 26 Andrew Nikiforuk 7pm – 8:30pm
Hosted by Ricardo Acuna Forsyth Hall

Saturday, October 27 Carmen Aguirre 2pm – 3:30pm
Hosted by Fred Judson Forsyth Hall

Wine reception

Wine reception

Food & Wine reception



The Insider’s Guide to STARFest

St. Albert Public Library’s Readers’ Festival is
all about “cultivating community”- ensuring
the Library is a vibrant, welcoming place,
open to all. Join us for thrilling, awe-inspiring,
thought-provoking, fun presentations by a
stellar lineup of Canadian writers. Whether
you are an avid reader, a budding writer or
someone looking for a great night out,
STARFest has something for you. 

STARFest kicks off with a worthy opener -
CBC’s Canada Reads winner, Terry Fallis,
author of satirical novels of Canadian politics.

He will be in conversation with award-winning columnist Paula
Simons.

Drew Karpyshyn, a local visiting St. Albert from his new home in
Texas, is a video game, script and fiction writer. A new genre for
STARFest, this is bound to be a popular session. Hosted by game-
designer Brent Knowles.

The delightful Irish country books of Patrick Taylor will be in the
spotlight halfway into the festival when he joins us to share stories of
his fictional town of Ballybucklebo.

We are particularly pleased to be hosting The Charles Taylor Prize
Gala on October 25, in partnership with LitFest. We welcome finalists
Charlotte Gill, JJ Lee, Madeline Sonik and Andrew Westoll to this
sparkling literary evening at the Arden Theatre, with music by the
Peter Belec Trio.

Andrew Nikiforuk is a powerful voice in Canadian journalism. He talks
with columnist and commentator Ricardo Acuna about his thought-
provoking new book, The Energy of Slaves. 

Closing STARFest will be Carmen Aguirre, actress and author, talking
with Fred Judson from the University of Alberta. Her first book
Something Fierce reflects her underground life in the Chilean
resistance. 

Please join us for this exciting festival here in St. Albert.
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Peter Bailey
Library Director
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Terry Fallis

An Unorthodox Journey to the
Published Land

Saturday, October 20, 2012 – 7pm
Tickets $5

Share Terry Fallis’s amazing journey, from
self-published author, releasing his first
book online, to winner of national awards.
Terry will be in conversation with Paula
Simons, award-winning journalist and
columnist. 

After graduating as an engineer, Fallis spent four years in Liberal
politics including time as a Minister’s Legislative Assistant. He went 
on to become a government affairs and communications consultant
and President and C.E.O. of one of Canada’s oldest public relations
firms. In 1995, he co-founded Thornley Fallis, a communications
consulting agency. 

The Best Laid Plans, his debut novel, was originally podcast chapter
by chapter and then self-published, before being picked up by a large
publishing house. It won the Stephen Leacock Medal for Humour and
a gold medal in the Independent Publisher Book Awards. In February
2011 it was crowned the winner of CBC’s Canada Reads as the
“essential Canadian novel of the last decade”. The sequel, The High
Road, was a finalist for the 2011 Stephen Leacock Medal. 

The Best Laid Plans is now in development as a six-part TV miniseries.
His third novel, Up and Down, will be available by the time he comes
to St. Albert.

Paula Simons is the Edmonton Journal's award-winning city
columnist and a five-time National Newspaper Award nominee.
She has been honoured several times for her columns
championing civil rights and inclusive communities. 
Photo credit: Clarence Johnson

Wine reception



Drew Karpyshyn

Exploring Evil and the Dark Side
of Star Wars

Sunday, October 21, 2012 – 2pm 
Tickets $5

Delve into what it takes to write from the
villain’s point of view and create
believable characters as Drew Karpyshyn
talks about and reads from his novels, and

joins in conversation with Brent Knowles, local writer and fellow
BioWare designer.

Karpyshyn was born in Edmonton, and grew up in St. Albert. In
2000 he began a 12 year stint as a writer for a little video game
company called BioWare. He contributed to a number of games: the
Baldur’s Gate series, Neverwinter Nights, Star Wars: Knights of the
Old Republic, Jade Empire, and Mass Effect. Mass Effect was named
game of the year, in addition to receiving four other awards at the
2008 Elan Awards. 

Karpyshyn is also the New York Times bestselling author of the Star
Wars: Darth Bane trilogy and the acclaimed Mass Effect series of
novels. Having moved to Austin, Texas in 2009, he retired in
February 2012 to focus more on his own projects and to spend
more time golfing.

Brent Knowles is a writer, programmer and game designer. He
was lead designer/ creative director at BioWare. He now writes
full time.
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Patrick Taylor

An Irish Country Evening 

Wednesday, October 24, 2012
7pm – Tickets $5

Cozy up with the delightful Patrick Taylor as
he takes you on a tour of Ballybucklebo,
and the quirky characters that inhabit this
fictional northern Irish town.

Patrick Taylor MD was born and brought up in Northern Ireland. He
pursued a career in medical research, emigrating to Canada in 1970
and retiring in 2001 as Professor Emeritus at the University of British
Columbia. 

Taylor has written fiction since winning the Campbellian Prize for
Literature when he was sixteen. Following years of writing scientific
papers and textbooks as part of his medical career, he returned to
fiction in 1997 with the publication of Only Wounded. Two thrillers,
Pray for Us Sinners and Now and in the Hour of Our Death followed.
The Apprenticeship of Doctor Laverty was republished as An Irish
Country Doctor in 2007 and became a New York Times bestseller. This
work was followed by five Irish country titles; all achieved Globe and
Mail fiction bestseller status. An Irish Country Wedding will be released
in October 2012.

Patrick spent three recent years back in Ireland, but returned to
Canada in 2010 and now lives on Salt Spring Island.
Photo credit: Ivan Keaney



Charlotte Gill 

Eating Dirt: Deep Forests, Big Timber, and
Life with the Tree-Planting Tribe

Only a writer as skilled as Charlotte Gill could
make the back-breaking work of planting
more than a million seedlings sound like one
of life’s essential adventures. In a carefully
balanced story of science, business, and

friendship, and one that is surprisingly unsentimental, Gill shares her
love for Canada’s boreal forests, the tragedy of their disappearances
and the grueling work involved in replacing them. You might finish
this book feeling relieved you don’t plant trees — but you will be
wishing you could.

JJ Lee 

The Measure of a Man: The Story of a Father,
a Son, and a Suit

As an experienced radio current affairs
producer, JJ Lee knew what it took to make a
good story though he never expected his own
life to end up in a book. The Measure of a
Man, Lee’s account of trying to remake one

of his late father’s old suits into one for himself, began as a CBC Radio
documentary. Beautifully crafted, Lee’s memoir is a heartbreaking
page-turner about a family, an abusive father, and men’s fashion. Who
could have thought these themes could work together? In his first
book, Lee has shown us how.

6

The Charles Taylor Prize: The 

Celebrate the 2012 shortlist for one of Canada’s 
most prestigious literary awards – 

readings, live music and great food.

&Presented by
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Madeline Sonik

Afflictions and Departures: Essays

It is North America in the 1960s and ’70s and
Madeline Sonik’s letter-perfect, child’s-eye
view of the world brings back that time with
such intensity that the reader can almost smell
and taste it. Sonik captures crystalline
moments of childhood memory and links
them in a daisy-chain with corresponding events of the tumultuous
societal change taking place outside her home. Droll, tragic, and
absolutely compelling, Afflictions and Departures is a visceral portrayal
of a family imploding.

Andrew Westoll

The Chimps of Fauna Sanctuary: 
A Canadian Story of Resilience and Recovery

Heartrending and heart-warming, this is a
stunning and important work of art,
documentary and science. Primatologist and
author Andrew Westoll takes us deep into the
world of the haunted and haunting rescued
research chimps of Fauna Sanctuary. Westoll deftly draws the reader
into the wild day-to-day ride of life with the Fauna chimps. Through
his lens, the chimps are revealed as the individuals they are, with all
their foibles, damage, and possibility – and the reader’s world view
shifts on its axis. 

Best of Canadian Non-Fiction 2012

Thursday, October 25, 2012 – 7pm – Arden Theatre
Tickets $25 (includes a complimentary drink ticket)

Food & Wine reception
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Andrew Nikiforuk

Slave to Oil 

Friday, October 26, 2012 – 7pm
Tickets $5

Explore our complex relationship with oil as
Andrew Nikiforuk discusses his new book,
The Energy of Slaves: Oil and the New
Servitude. This crusading anti-tar sands
journalist and author will be in conversation

with Ricardo Acuna, Executive Director of the Parkland Institute.

For more than two decades Nikiforuk has written about energy and
economics for a variety of Canadian publications including Walrus,
Maclean’s and Canadian Business. His work has sparked both
discussion and reform, winning National Magazine Awards and
recognition from the Association of Canadian Journalists.

His dramatic Alberta-based book, Saboteurs: Wiebo Ludwig’s War
Against Big Oil, won the Governor General’s Award for Non-Fiction.
Pandemonium received widespread national acclaim. The Tar Sands:
Dirty Oil and the Future of the Continent was a national bestseller and
award winner. Empire of the Beetle, an account of how one tiny bug
reshaped the geography of the west, was a Governor General’s
nominee for non-fiction in 2011. 

Whether speaking or writing about melting glaciers, educational shams,
peak oil, or the destruction of the boreal forest, Nikiforuk has earned a
reputation as an honest and provocative voice in Canadian journalism. 

Ricardo Acuna has over 20 years experience as a volunteer, staffer and
consultant for various non-government and non-profit organizations.
He is a regular media commentator on public policy issues, and writes
a regular column for VueWeekly in Edmonton.
Photo credit: John MacDonald

& in partnership
Wine reception
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Carmen Aguirre

A Revolutionary and Radical Life 

Saturday, October 27, 2012 – 2pm
Tickets $5

Meet Carmen Aguirre, playwright, actor
and author of the 2012 Canada Reads
winner, Something Fierce: Memoirs of a
Revolutionary Daughter. Hear tales of her
underground life in the Chilean resistance
as she talks with Fred Judson of the University of Alberta.

Carmen Aguirre is a theatre artist who has written and co-written
twenty plays, and has over sixty film, television and stage acting
credits. She is also a theatre director, acting teacher and a Theatre of
the Oppressed workshop facilitator, working with communities around
BC. She has won a number of theatre awards.

Aguirre decided to dedicate her youth to the Chilean revolutionary
movement, running a safe house for underground resistance
members seeking refuge in Argentina, and doing routine border runs
into Pinochet’s Chile.

At the age of 22, she went to theatre school and started writing plays.
Her first, In A Land Called I Don’t Remember, was political in a highly
personal way, and almost all of the plays she’s written since have
drawn on her experiences as an exile and activist.

Something Fierce is her first book. 

Dr. Fred Judson is Professor Emeritus in the Department of
Political Science at the University of Alberta, a director for the
Latin American Research Institute and the author of extensive
academic publications. 

& in partnership



Thank you to our partners LitFest.
Check out the LitFest website for their
2012 lineup: www.litfestalberta.org

STARFest is supported by the
Government of Alberta through its

Community Spirit Program. 

STARFest Supporters

We acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the Arts, which last year
invested $154 million to bring the arts to Canadians throughout the country.

Nous remercions le Conseil des arts du Canada de son soutien. L’an dernier, le
Conseil a investi 154 millions de dollars pour mettre de l’art dans la vie des

Canadiennes et des Canadiens de tout le pays.

St. Albert Place, 5 St. Anne Street,
St. Albert, AB T8N 3Z9

Ph: 780.459.1530
www.sapl.ab.ca

We thank The Friends of St. Albert Public
Library for their financial support for STARFest

and numerous other Library endeavours. 

We thank the City of St. Albert, the Library’s
main funder, for their ongoing support and for
their financial contribution to STARFest through

their Community Events Grant.


